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December 7, 2020 

 

Dear Families,  

 
Last Sunday we began the new Church year with the First Sunday of Advent. These four weeks are a time 

to pause, reflect, and prepare. In many ways, the challenges of this year have forced us to do just that – 

perhaps even against our hearts’ desires at times. I continue to ask you to look positively toward the path 

ahead during these quiet weeks of Advent. For families today, quiet is a rare commodity. May we embrace 

it and use it to listen in a new way.   

 

As of Monday, all 16 of our schools in the New Ulm Diocese are enjoying in-person learning. With over 

1800 students, that is pretty amazing and it speaks to the commitment of our staff and families who 

continue to go above and beyond for the health and safety of our students. Our school parents have made it 

very clear that they are grateful we have remained in school while a number of our public school 

counterparts have moved to distance learning. No doubt our children are happier with the structure and 

routine of traditional school.  
 

That said, as we enter the Christmas season, we once again ask you to be prudent in your decision-making 

regarding travel and gathering. Christmas 2020 is bound to look different than in the past – but being 

cautious now will greatly impact our return to school plans in January. Furthermore, I continue to urge you 

to consider the possibility that a distance learning model may become necessary in our diocesan schools as 

well. Please be sure to have your family plan in place should that occur, as it could be an abrupt change.   

The weekly diocesan numbers have continued to rise in the last few weeks making alternative planning a 

necessity.  

 

I also ask for your patience as schools make schedule changes in the next few months. In some cases the 

holiday break may need to be extended. It’s possible that schools may opt to add professional development 
days for planning. These are very stressful times for administrators and school staff, so I ask you to reach 

out to them with your prayers, support, and encouragement. Please don’t hesitate to send them a note of 

appreciation. I ask that you trust their judgment and know that they do their best to see the whole 

(complicated!) picture and make decisions accordingly.  

 

Bringing perhaps some light at the end of the tunnel, I trust that you are hearing about the COVID-19 

vaccine scheduled to roll out in the next few weeks. In the world of education, there is much talk and 

speculation about how this will affect our schools. I encourage you to do all that you can to read and learn 

more about it. As in all things COVID-related, many questions remain, but I found many answers to my 

personal questions. For your convenience, I have included a list of resources that I invite you to check out.  

 
I’ve been thinking lately about that wise old story How the Grinch Stole Christmas. I think the Grinch is a 

great metaphor for COVID…taking away so much of what previously defined “Christmas.” But in faith we 

are like the WHOs down in WHOville who understand that “Christmas doesn’t come from a store” – that 

Christmas means a “little bit (well a lot, actually) more.” Whatever happens in the weeks ahead, we cannot 

stop Christ from coming. Traditions may change and gatherings may be quieter, but the Savior still comes. 

He reminds us that change is good and quiet is necessary. May you see and experience the hope He brings.  

 

In Him, 

 
Michelle Kramer, Ed.D.  

Director of Schools  

Diocese of New Ulm  

http://www.dnu.org/


 

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Resources 

 

Jenco, M. (2020, November 17). AAP: Include children in COVID-19 vaccine trials. 

AAP News. Retrieved from 

https://www.aappublications.org/news/2020/11/17/covidvaccinetrials111720 

 

Mayo Clinic Staff (n.d.). COVID-19 (coronavirus) in babies and children. Mayo Clinic. 

Retrieved from https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-

depth/coronavirus-in-babies-and-children/art-20484405 

 

Mirus, J. (2020, August 18). Pressure for enforced COVID vaccination (and more?). 
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https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/pressure-for-enforced-covid-

vaccination-and-more/?repos=6&subrepos=0&searchid=2065842 

 

Moderna. (2020, November 30). Moderna announces primary efficacy analysis in phase 3 
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for emergency use authorization. Retrieved from 

https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-

announces-primary-efficacy-analysis-phase-3-cove-study 
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